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To run, explore, or help? Neural mechanisms 
underlying motivated behaviour in the medial 
septum–hippocampus system
Prof. Sanja Bauer Mikulovic |  
Center for Brain Research,  
Medical University of Vienna

Host:  
Prof. Tatiana Korotkova |  
Institute for Systems Physiology, Faculty
of Medicine, University of Cologne

This talk will explore how the brain selects between different motivated actions, such as 
running, exploring, or helping others, and how these behaviours are shaped by neural activity 
in the medial septum–hippocampus system. I will discuss how this circuit integrates internal 
state, movement, spatial context, and social-motivational signals to support flexible, goal-
directed behaviour. 

The talk will highlight how studying naturalistic actions can reveal broader principles of 
motivation, decision-making, and adaptive behaviour.

Live @
Department of Neurology, Building 30, Lecture Hall
Universitätsklinikum Köln
Kerpener Str. 62
50937 Köln
https://maps.uni-koeln.de/?building=030
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