
CRC 1451 - Project C04: Patterns of apraxia in Alzheimer’s disease 
and their association with cognitive impairment

Alzheimer’s disease (AD) is a neurodegenerative disorder characterised by a progressive
decline in cognitive functions, particularly episodic memory. Importantly, current
diagnostic criteria for AD mark the presence of atypical, non-amnestic neuropsychological
symptoms. Among these, apraxia represents a critical cognitive phenotype. In the present
study, we investigated the frequency and severity of apraxic deficits in patients with
biomarker-verified Alzheimer’s pathology and their relationship to the patients’ cognitive
status. The results established that in patients with Alzheimer’s pathology apraxic deficits
are common even at mild disease stages and show distinct patterns in different praxis
domains. The apraxic deficits explained variance in the patients’ general cognitive
impairment, emphasising the relevance of apraxia in AD.
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